Ta’anit Tzedek – Jewish Fast for Gaza

Guidelines for Public Vigils


· Each local vigil must have at least one point person who will work closely with the Taanit Tzedek coordinators who will approve of all final plans for the event. 

· We strongly encourage that a rabbi associated with Taanit Tzedek should be involved in planning for a local event and take a leading role in the event itself.

· Each local effort must take responsibility for local press outreach. (We encourage the use of the press release/s on the Ta’anit Tzedek website as a template.)

· There must be designated a press contact for the event approved by the coordinators.

· All participants in the event must be reminded that in speaking with the press, they should limit their comments strictly to the goals of the fast and their own personal stories.

· We encourage event organizers  to seek the participation of local clergy of various faiths and other local leaders in their event.

· All public signs at the vigil should reference Taanit Tzedek. All signs must adhere to the specific goals of the Fast.  (Examples: “Lift the Blockade,” “End the Suffering in Gaza.”).  The Fast for Gaza poster is available on our website. 

· The Ta’anit Tzedek flyer (also available on our website) should be distributed at all local events. http://www.fastforgaza.net/resources/flyer-and-poster
· These events are religious/moral in character – they are not demonstrations or political rallies. 

· We strongly encourage vigil organizers to utilize the public ritual that has been developed by Ta’anit Tzedek and is available on the website. http://www.fastforgaza.net/node/33
· All public events will be listed on the website.  Ta’anit Tzedek will inform participants in the fast of an event occurring in their area. 

· All questions or feedback about public events should be directed to Rabbis Jarah Greenfield (jarahg@gmail.com ), Brian Walt (rabbibrianwalt@gmail.com) or Brant Rosen (ravboaz@comcast.net)
· )




